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There  are  several  advantages  in  drying  hay  arti- 
ficially. Loss  of  nutrients,  due  to  time  and  weather, 
is  kept  to  a  minimum;  the  hay  can  be  baled  at  a 
moisture  content  of  40  percent  or  more,  thereby 
reducing  the  loss  of  leaves,  and  drying  can  be  done 
rapidly,  regardless  of  weather  conditions.  Also,  drying 
in  field-loaded  wagons  eliminates  further  handling 
of  the  crop  until  it  is  ready  for  safe  storage. 

This  plan,  developed  at  the  University  of  Delaware, 
covers  the  construction  of  the  wagon  box  only,  not 
the  running  gear.  Some  of  the  dimensions  may  be 
governed  by  the  particular  wagon  gear  on  which  the 
box  is  to  be  mounted.  A  small  copy  of  the  working 
drawing  is  shown  on  the  back  of  this  sheet. 

In  use,  the  wagon  box  is  connected  to  the  crop  dryer 
by  a  flexible  canvas  hood  or  by  the  duct  system  in  a 
permanent  drying  shed  so  that  the  air  from  the  dryer 
is  forced  down  through  the  crop  to  remove  moisture 
and  to  exhaust  through  the  slotted  floor  of  the  box. 

Washington,  DC. 


In  some  areas,  unheated  air  is  satisfactory  for 
drying,  but  heated  air  will  greatly  speed  the  operation 
and  is  especially  needed  under  humid  conditions.  By 
rapid  drying  to  the  proper  moisture  content,  nutrients, 
color,  and  paiatability  are  preserved. 

For  most  uniform  drying,  small,  low-density  bales 
are  recommended.  They  may  be  stacked  or  random- 
loaded  in  the  wagon. 


1  large-scale  working  drawing  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension 
agricultural  engineer  at  your  Stole  university.  There  may  he  o  smoll 

charge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  Stole  university,  send  your 

requeit   to  Agricultural   Engineer,   Federal  Extension    Senile.   I    s. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward 

your  request  to  the  correct  university. 
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